
Isaiah’s Hub Youth Center: 
Supporting Jackson’s Kids

As the Executive Director of Isaiah’s Hub located in the heart of  Jackson, 
Michigan, John Willis has the privilege of guiding a nonprofit deeply 
committed to laying a solid foundation for the city’s youth.

Targeting students from the city’s most underprivileged sectors, struggling with food 
insecurity and financial hardship, Isaiah’s Hub offers essential services that many families 
cannot otherwise afford, such as childcare and tutoring. The center’s core mission is to 
ensure a secure, engaging, and positive environment where youth can acquire vital life 
skills, trade knowledge, leadership qualities, and ethical values.

Their goal is to establish a secure, enjoyable, and encouraging environment where 
young people can flourish. Additionally, the team is dedicated to building 
enduring connections with the youth, providing them with the guidance and 
backing needed to achieve success in their careers and personal lives.

Willis says the grant from the MI Nonprofit Relief Fund Program was a much-needed 
lifeline for Isaiah’s Hub. Without the funding, he’s doubtful his grassroots organization 
would have survived. “The funds arrived at a pivotal moment not only setting us back on 
our feet, but ensuring our stride continued during the storm. To some, the funds might 
seem a mere speck in the vast seat of nonprofit grants. But to us, they were the very 
essence of survival. We stretched each dollar, ensuring longevity and stability.”

In response to academic setbacks from the COVID-19 pandemic, Isaiah’s Hub launched a 
series of educational programs. Designed to support students who struggled during 
periods of remote learning, these initiatives attempt  to curb further academic setbacks 
and tackle the issue of generational poverty affecting numerous kids in the region. 

By initiating collaborations with other nonprofits, Isaiah’s Hub has enhanced its capacity to 
support Jackson’s youth.  “Our vision expanded as we recognized the challenges faced by 
fellow nonprofits,” said Willis. “Understanding the synergy that could come from 
collaborative efforts, we embraced the concept of a nonprofit center.” This led to an 
innovative model where Isaiah’s Hub now shares its space with other mission-driven 
entities, including Jackson Makerspace, Imagine Planet, Our Neighbor's Keeper, Bike 
Armory, and Grow Jackson. Together, they’ve turned their facility into a beacon of hope 
and assistance for the Jackson community. This evolution reflects their belief in the power 
of unity and shared purpose. 

As a small nonprofit, the team at Isaiah’s Hub is excited to continue serving the local 
community, leveraging collective resources and expertise to make a significant impact. 
Willis says he and his nonprofit partners are committed to uplifting and empowering the 
next generation. “Our gratitude for considering Isaiah’s Hub worthy of the COVID relief 
award is profound,” Willis noted.  “Please know that MNA’s support did more than just 
sustain an organization- it saved a life. It bolstered our capacity to serve as a community 
cornerstone.”
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